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INTRODUCTION

Purpose and Benefits

The main purpose of watermaster service is to distribute water according teo
established water rights. This is done by apportioning to the rightful users
the available supplies in streams that have had water right determinations.

Distribution of water in watermaster service areas is the lawful duty of the
Department of Water Resources as directed in Part 4 of Division 2 of the
California Water Code. Under watermaster service, water right holders are
assured that their rights are protected without their having to take legal
action against other users.

A major benefit of watermaster service to water users and the State is that
court litigation and violent conflict, which in the past happened often, are
now rare. Also, available supplies of water are better used, as waste is
reduced through careful management.

Because both the water right holders and the State receive benefits from
watermaster service, the costs of performing the service are shared. The
State general tax fund pays one-half of the cost of operating each service
area and the water right holders in the service area pay the other half.
Individual users’ shares are determined in accordance with Article 3 of
Chapter 7 of the above-menticmed Part 4 of Division 2 of the Water Code.
Although this work is done as efficiently as possible, considerable public
funds are needed to (1) maintain skilled representatives in the field during
the dry months of the growing season, and (2) maintain administrative support
at Department headquarters. Nevertheless, most clients find the benefits of
fair, reliable, and comparatively worry-free distribution of water to be far
superior than doing without the State watermaster service.

Determination of Water Rights

Many of the streams under State watermaster service have had their water
rights defined by the courts under one of three adjudication procedures.
These judgments establish each holder’s rights in terms of rate of diversiom,
season of use, point of diversion, and place of use. They also establish
priorities whereby each holder’s rights is ranked according to the rights of
all other decreed holders. Under this system, all rights of any one priority
must be fully satisfied before water can be diverted to holders of lower
priority rights. The determinations of the courts are commonly called
decrees.

Water rights decisions necessary for establishing watermaster service areas
are accomplished by the following methods: (1) a statutory adjudication which
defines all water rights on the stream; (2) a court adjudication whizn ~esults
when two or more parties have their water rights defined; and (3) a court
reference whereby the State Water Resources Control Board makes an investi-
gation and reports to the court regarding water rights of the parties
involved. Water rights on Pine Creek near Alturas were determined by an
agreement of the water users.



Non-Judicial Decisions

A permit or "license to appropriate" can be issued by the State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB), or agreement can be reached by mutual consent
of the water users involved.

Court Adjudication

A less extensive method of defining water rights is the "court adjudication®
procedure. This type of adjudication results when two or more parties
involved in a water rights dispute seek a solution to their problem under
civil law. A decision handed down in such a civil action determines only the
water rights of the parties involved in the action and therefore does not
necessarily define all water rights on the stream. As a result, serious
conflicts sometimes arise between decreed water right holders and persomns
claiming longer-standing riparian or appropriative rights that were not
specified in the decree.

Court Reference

The "court reference" type of adjudication arises when a civil action, as
discussed, is referred to SWRCB for a determination under authority contained
in Sections 2000-2076 of the Water Code. The Board’s report becomes the basis
for the court’s decision. As in court adjudications, a court referee deter-
mines only the water rights of the parties involved in the actionm,

Statutory Adjudications

The California Water Code (Sections 2500-2900) gives a procedure whereby water
users of any stream may petition the SWRCB, Division of Water Rights, to make
a legal determination of all water rights on that stream. If the Board finds.
that such a determination is in the best publie interest, it proceeds with a
legally binding decision. This results in a court decree that defines all
water rights on the stream.

Figure 1 contains a location map of the service areas, the number of decreed
holders, and the amounts of water rights for each area. Table 1 lists the
water right Superior Court decrees and their type.




Watermaster Service Areas
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Service Area

Number of Decreed

1991 Decreed Water Rights

Total Decreed Water Rights

Water Right Holders ft3/s
1. Ash Creek 47 123.650
2. Big Vdlley 30 206.780
3. Burney Cresk 11 33.09Q
4. Butte Creek 45 431.840
8. Cow Creek 39 56.562
8. Digger Creek 111 23.4M
7. Hat Creek B7 135.716
- 8. Indian Creek 49 96.715
9. M.F. Feather River 19 378.739
10. N.F. Cottonwood Creek 12 29.050
11. N.F. Pit River 108 216.475
12. Scott River 102 129.564Q
13. Shasta River 208 5§23.857 1/
14, Surprise Vailey 199 400.970 2/
15. Susan River 228 354.099

A

3

1/ includes Willow Creek near Ager which is based on g percentage of flow.
2/ includes Pine Creek near Alturas.
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TARLE 1 .
WATERMASTER SEFVICE AREAS, STREAM SYSTEMG
A
BUPERIOR COURT DECREER REGLLATING WATER DISTREBUTION '
Watarmaster Date Waber-
Sevrvics Nama of Detres master Service
Arsa Sream Systemd’ Courty NGB Talw Tyee" Arsa Cresed Femans
Ash Creek Aah Croek Miadce ** s 10-Z7-47 CR a0-58 mumu&mm .
and Lassen wea 1946 through 1
Big Valley PR R Modac [~ -] 21750 s 11-13-34 mm n
and Lassen agrentnent in 1834. Service sma
peraied uncer rded ag 1008
through 158, and under Gecres 1ass.
December 31, 1081,
and mactivabed May 1, 1891,
Bumney Creeik Bumey Craek Shasia 5111 1-30-24 cA o-11-28 Sarvios provided in ok with o
since 1028, . =
Bute Craek Butis Cresk Buts 18917 110842 8 1-07-43
Cow Creekd’ North Cow Craek Shasts 5804 ~29-32 cR 10:17-32 i
Ouk Fun Croek Shasta sro1 T-22-X2 CR 10-17-32
Ciover Creek Shaste BI04 10-04-37 CH 1-21-38
Digger Crask Digger Creek Shasta and =213 B-12-08 c &11-84
Tehama ** a4 527-13 c
3x27 10-18-17 c v
22427 [+
Hat Croek Hat Cresk Shasta 5724 S14-24 CA 1129 Service provided in ou with O
a8 10-07-3% cR since 1824,
Inchan Creek Indian Creek Plumas a8s 51850 s 21951 '
Mickile Fork Middle Fork Plumas ** 3005 1-22-40 s 32p-a0 '
Feather River Feathor River and Siema
North Fork Noxth Fork Shasty 5479 &-08-20 CR 1120 Sarvice provided intermitiently in the
Cottorwoad Cr. Cottonwood Cr. ce with the o since 1524,
North Fork Pit North Fork Fit Modoc 4074 12-14-38 5 12-18-38 All straam systems coneoliclated into North
River Fiver and il Fork Pit Fiver service area 12-13-40,
Fras kin Craek
New Pine Creek Modoc o8 61422 CR 6-22-32
Duvis Creek Madoc 2782 8-20-22 CR 71332
Frankin Creek Modo: 3118 $-08-33 CR #1423
Cotionwood Creek Madoc 2344 E-03-40 CR 12-13-40
Scott River Franch Cresk Slaidyou 14478 7-01-38 CR 11-18-88 French, Croek
Shackelord Creek Sleidyou 13175 4-10-30 -] 11-06-30 were combined in 1980 t form the Scatt
Wiidicat Craek Sisldyou 0862 1-16-80 S 501-8C River service e
Snikimw Creek Siskiyou 30062 1-18-80 s 40181 added on Aprll 1, 1961
Selad Cresk Selad Craek Siskiyou 13774 41050 ) 11-08-50 Mo sarvics proviced sincs 1083,
Shasta River Shasta River Siakiyou 7035 12-29-22 S 30123
Wiltow Creek Siakiyou 24482 72 - -Mm-r2 i
Cokd Creek Siakiyou 28048 705.78 ] 40381 .
Surpries Valley Coadar Creek Modoce. 1208 5-22-01 = S-11-29 At adjudicated by Sunprie
21523 C Valley ware idmbed ik the S:
Soldier Craek Modac 2405 11-28-28 CR #11-29 wm“m 1-10-39. Bidwell
Cwrl Creek Modoc 2410 429-29 LA o11-28 was added on March 18, 1900, .
Emarnson Creek Madse 2840 CR 402433 Servios started on Cadar Cresk in 19268 in
Mill Crosk Modec a4 12-18-31 CR 12-20-31 accorjance with the decres.
Desr Creek Modoc 3o 12524 CR 12-29-34 wan provicied on Scidier and Owl Creeks in
Pira Croek naar Madoc 31 12-07-38 cR 1-13-37 1929 In accordance with the decress by
order of the court.
Pader Croek Modac k) B0a-37 CA 81237
Eagle Creek Maodoc 2304 A-05-28 [+ 1-10-38 .
X284 11-08-37 CA
Pine Craek near Modoc Agresment 12423 1-12-35 Pine Creek was transfermed from North Fork
Alvras - Fit Piver to Surprise Valley Walnrmaster
sarice Area in 1088,
Cotiormwood Creek Modoc [ - o] 12-01-84 c TN-TT
Eilchwall Crasl Macoc &40 1-13-80 5 3-168-80
Susan Fiver Susan Fivar Lasesn 4573 184S cA 11-10-41 -
Baxter Creek Lassan 8174 12-15-55 s 2-18-58
Parkar Croak Lasaen B173 121558 s 2-18-58
* Explanaiion of type of decree:
€ - Cout aijudication jcourt Takes ination from submitted=na report of refsree;
CR- ommmmua-mammwmummmw |
B-mmmmmwMthmmmm.mmddlmﬁgmmammp .
= Decres emered by the Supsrior Court of this courRy.
L4 mmm.mmugmmwws«mmmmw.wa '
¥ Mainstem Cow Crask not in senice amse.
& '
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Wate ster ice s

Watermaster service is provided in areas where the rights have been defined by
the superior court of the county, or by agreement, and where an unbiased
qualified person is needed to properly apportion the available water according
to the established rights. The Director of the Department of Water Resources
creates watermaster service areas where these conditions exist, following
either a request by the users or an order by the superior court.

The first watermaster service areas were created in September 1929. Before
then, some watermaster service was provided in accordance with the Water
Commission Act of 1913. There are now about 50 streams in Northern California
that are under State watermaster service. The newest service areas were
created in 1979,

The countles and principal water sources of the various service areas in
Northern California are listed in Table 2.

Of these fifteen areas, thirteen are in the Department’s Northern District and
two are in the Division of Operation and Maintenance, Oroville Field Division.

e3¢ ion o egion

The service areas are mainly in the mountainous northeastern part of the State
where the growing season varies between about 100 and 140 days. Meadow hay
and alfalfa are the principal crops under irrigation, although much land 1is

used exclusively for pasturing livestock. Most irrigation is done by gravity

systems, with water users diverting directly from the streams at one or more
diversion points. However, pumped diversions and sprinkler irrigation systems
are becoming popular in some areas.

Watermaster Responsibilities

To assure the proper distribution of water within the service area, each
watermaster must ascertain the amount of water available and distribure it
both by amount and priority according to established water rights.

MERo

To accomplish this, the watermaster gets his authority both from Water Code
and from provisions of pertinent court decrees or voluntary agreements to
pbysically regulate the streams in the service area. He is further authorized
to supervise the design, construction, operation, and maintenance of diversion
dams, headgates, and measuriny ‘evices.

Each watermaster supervises water distribution at around 100 to 200 diversioms
in one or more service areas. The need for frequently checking and regulating
these diversion points increases substantially in years of short water supply.




WATERMASTFR SENVICE ARFAS ARD STHEAM SYSTEMS

TABLE 2

Principal Watsr Sources

MAJOR STREAM Reservoiras and
Service Ares Coumnty and Tributaries? Nontributary Streams
Ash Cresk Lassen, Modoc ASH CREEX
Butte, Rush, and
Willow Cresks
Big Vallwey Modoc, Lassen PIT RIVER Lowar Roberts Ressrvoir
Ash Cresk
Burney Creek Shasta BURNEY CREEK
Butte Creak Butte BUTTE CREEX Weast Branch Feather Rivaer
Cow Cresk Shasta COW CREEXY
. North Cow, Clover, Qak Rum,
and Cedar Creeks
Digger Creek Shasta, Tehama DIGGER CREEX
Hat Craak Shasta HAT CREEX
Indian Creak Plumas INDIAN CREFK
Lights Creek, Wolf Creesk
Middle Fork Plumas, Sierca MIDDLE FGRK FEATHER RIVER Little Truckee River

Faather River

North Fork

Cottonwood Cresk

North Fork FPit
River

Scott River

Shasta River

Surprise Valley

Susan River

Shasta

Modos

Siskiyou

Siskiyou

Modoc

Lassen

Little Last Chance, Smithneck,
Webber and Flastcher Creeka;
Spring Channels; Westaide Canal

NORTH FORK COTTONWOOD CREEX

BORTHE FORK PIT RIVER
Parker Cresk
FRENCH CREEX
ShackleZord, Mill, Miners,

Wildcat, Oro Fino,
Sniktaw Creeks

SHASTA RIVER
Little Shasta River

RORE (All cresks listad at
right are uncomnected)

SUSAN RIVER
Willow Creek

¥ Major tributaries only.
Y Mainstem Cow Creek not in service area.

Rainbow Lake

Cottonwood, Davis, and
Naw Pine Crasak

Cliff end Campbell Lakes

Dwinnsll Reservoir (Lake
Shastina}, Cold Cresk,
Willow Creek

Bidwell, Mill, Soldisr, Pine
near Cedarville, Cedar,
Daap, Cottomwood, Owl,
Rader, Eagle, Emerson, and
Pine Creek near Alturas

Lake Leavitt, Hog Flat, McCoy
Flat Raservoirs; Baxter and
Parker Cresks




